Teacher’s Instructions for To Kill a Mockingbird Trial Poster

On a chalk/white board or on a poster board, create three columns and label them as such: 

1st column: CHARACTERS

2ND column: FACTS ESTABLISHED 

3rd column: WHAT THE FACTS IMPLY

You will have four rows within the columns:
1st row-Heck Tate’s Testimony

2nd row-Bob Ewell’s Testimony

3rd row-Mayella Ewell’s Testimony

4th row-Tom Robinson’s Testimony

Example:

	CHARACTERS
	FACTS ESTABLISHED
	WHAT THE

FACTS IMPLY

	HECK TATE’S
	
	

	BOB EWELL’S
	
	

	MAYELLA EWELL’S
	
	

	TOM ROBINSON’S
	
	


As you read each testimony, have students fill in the facts established for each character on their handout (next page).  Prompt them to answer what Atticus is implying with his argument & line of questioning.  You can print out the answers (on the following pages) and have students tape them in the appropriate columns.  If you have more than one section of a class who is reading it, make sure to cover up the answers after each period so the next class does not see them.

This activity really helps the students organize the facts established at the trial.  Some students may not “connect the dots” with some of the facts (like Mayella’s injuries being on her right side indicating her attacker was left-handed), so it especially helps them.  This can also be done in groups, if desired.

To Kill a Mockingbird Trial Organizer

 Name: _____________________

	CHARACTERS
	FACTS ESTABLISHED
	WHAT THE

FACTS IMPLY

	HECK TATE’S Testimony
	1.

2.

3.

4.


	1.

2.

3.

4.



	BOB EWELL’S Testimony
	1.

2.

3.


	1.

2.

3.




To Kill a Mockingbird Trial Organizer

 Name: _____________________

	CHARACTERS
	FACTS ESTABLISHED
	WHAT THE

FACTS IMPLY

	MAYELLA EWELL’S Testimony
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.




To Kill a Mockingbird Trial Organizer

 Name: _____________________

	CHARACTERS
	FACTS ESTABLISHED
	WHAT THE

FACTS IMPLY

	TOM ROBINSON’S Testimony
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.




Heck Tate’s Testimony

FACTS ESTABLISHED:

1. No doctor was called



     

2. Right side of Mayella’s face bruised     

3. Both Mayella’s arms bruised


4. Finger marks all around her neck




Facts indicate or imply (Atticus’ arguments)…

1. No medical examination of Mayella,

therefore, no evidence of rape

2. Person who beat her was left-handed

3. Person grabbed BOTH her arms

4. Person grabbed her neck with both hands
Bob Ewell’s Testimony

FACTS ESTABLISHED:
1. No doctor was called



     

2. Agrees with Heck Tate’s testimony

regarding Mayella’s injuries

3. Writes his name & is left-handed

Facts indicate or imply (Atticus’ arguments)…

1. No medical examination of Mayella,

therefore, no evidence of rape

ALSO…Shows that Bob doesn’t

care about Mayella’s well being like

a normal father should

2. He is agreeing that the person who

attacked Mayella used both hands &

was left-handed

3. Bob Ewell beat his daughter, 

NOT Tom Robinson

Mayella Ewell’s Testimony

FACTS ESTABLISHED:

1. Mayella is 19

2. Mayella is offended by being called “ma’am”

3. Mayella has no friends

4. She gets along with her dad unless he is drinking

5. Mayella asked Tom to chop up a chiffarobe (dresser)

6. Mayella accuses Tom of raping & beating her

Facts established may indicate or imply (Atticus’ arguments)…

1. She is old enough to know right from wrong

2. Mayella is socially inept

3. Mayella is lonely; she has no social life

4. Her dad beats her/is abusive when he drinks

5. Father/family does not help her; she is seeking company

6. Tom is handicapped & physically unable to cause the injuries to Mayella (let alone rape)

Tom’s Testimony

FACTS ESTABLISHED:
1. Tom served 30 days in jail because he couldn’t pay his disorderly conduct fine.

2. Tom helped Mayella several times; first time over a year ago

3. Mayella saved 7 nickels (over the course of a year) so she could send the kids to town for ice cream

4. Mayella grabs Tom & kisses him

5. Mayella’s father sexually abuses her

6. Bob Ewell sees Mayella trying to kiss Tom & Tom runs out the door

Facts established may indicate or imply (Atticus’ arguments)…

1. Our justice system is flawed: If you have $ you can buy your way out

Refers to #2, 3, 4, & 5:

2. Mayella is lonely & seeking a man (other than her father) to be alone with

3. Bob Ewell beat up Mayella because she was trying to kiss a black man

*Tom is in a no-win situation: 

-If he doesn’t run, Bob will kill him

-If he runs, he looks guilty & would end up in court
For students who were absent:  Copy down these key points from the testimonies in chapters 17-19.
	CHARACTERS
	FACTS ESTABLISHED
	WHAT THE FACTS IMPLY

	HECK TATE
	1. No doctor was called

2. Right side of Mayella’s face bruised     

3. Both Mayella’s arms bruised




4. Finger marks all around her neck
	1. No medical examination of Mayella, therefore, no evidence of rape

2. Person who beat her was left-handed

3. Person grabbed BOTH her arms

4. Person grabbed her neck with both hands



	BOB EWELL
	1. No doctor was called

2. Agrees with Heck Tate’s testimony regarding Mayella’s injuries

3. Writes his name & is left-handed
	1. No medical examination of Mayella, therefore, no evidence of rape ALSO… Shows that Bob doesn’t care about Mayella’s well being like a normal father should

2. He is agreeing that the person who attacked Mayella used both hands &

was left-handed

3. Bob Ewell beat his daughter,  NOT Tom Robinson



	MAYELLA EWELL
	1. Mayella is 19

2. Mayella is offended by being called “ma’am”

3. Mayella has no friends

4. She gets along with her dad unless he is drinking

5. Mayella asked Tom to chop up a chiffarobe (dresser)

6. Mayella accuses Tom of raping & beating her
	1. She is old enough to know right from wrong

2. Mayella is socially inept, (and/or getting the jury to feel sorry for her)

3. Mayella is lonely; she has no social life

4. Her dad beats her/is abusive when he drinks

5. Father/family does not help her; she is seeking company

6. Tom is handicapped & physically unable to cause the injuries (let alone rape) to Mayella




Continued…

	TOM ROBINSON
	1. Tom served 30 days in jail because he couldn’t pay his disorderly conduct fine.

2.Tom helped Mayella several times; first time over a year ago

3. Mayella saved 7 nickels (over the course of a year) so she could send the kids to town for ice cream

4. Mayella grabs Tom & kisses him

5. Bob Ewell sees Mayella trying to kiss Tom

6. Tom runs out the door
	1. Our justice system is flawed: If you have $ you can buy your way out. 

NOTE: (you do not have to write this—we discussed this out loud)  Our justice system discriminates against poor people.  What if we ran our schools the way the justice system is set up?  For example, you were in a fight at lunch and could either pay $50 (with no record) or serve the in-school suspension. Or you are late 3 times & are given a ticket to either pay $10 or serve a detention.  It wouldn’t be fair to those who can’t afford it, would it?  The people who can afford to wipe their record clean with money are able to; the others must have the punishment on their record.

Refers to #2, 3, & 4:

2. Mayella is lonely & seeking a man (other than her father) to be alone with; she planned to kiss Tom over a year ago

3. Bob Ewell beat up Mayella because she was trying to kiss a black man

Discussion:  *Tom is in a no-win situation: 

-If he doesn’t run, Bob will kill him

-If he runs, he looks guilty & would end up in court




