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Part 1. – Multiple Choice
1. What are the characteristics that make Hrothgar such an excellent king?

2. What are some aspects of Beowulf’s past that Hrothgar seems to be familiar with?

3. What is Grendel’s motivation for attacking the Danish people in the first place?

4. What is Grendel’s mother’s motivation for attacking the Danish hall of Herot?

5. Describe the relationship between king and warrior during this time period?  

6. Why does Unferth verbally attack Beowulf upon his arrival to Denmark?

7. The Geatish king Hrethel had 3 sons.  What were their names?

8. One of Hrethel’s sons suffered an accidental death.  Who killed whom?  What was the cultural significance that accompanied this unfortunate circumstance? 

9. Why were the Danes’ weapons useless against Grendel? 

10. What reasons does Beowulf give for choosing not to use a sword in combat with Grendel?

11. What is the name of Beowulf’s king and what is his relationship to Beowulf?

12. When Beowulf, Hrothgar, and the other warriors arrive at the mere (lake), what kind of a scene do they find?  

13. What motivates Grendel’s mother to attack Herot?  And who does she kill while there?

14.  What causes the dragon to awake from its slumber? 

15. What is the name of the one who fights by Beowulf’s as he struggles with the dragon? Why does he stay?

16.  When Finn attacks Hnaf, he ends up killing two people, both very important to his wife.  Their names?
       
17. Who avenges the death of Hnaf?  How does he go about doing this?

18. Why does Beowulf refuse the throne after Higlac’s wife offers to him?  What reason does he give for this?

19. When Ongentho kills Hathcyn, who avenges his death?  What is the significance of avenging a death?

20. What ritual was performed after a warrior died?  What did this symbolize?

21.  How long did Beowulf rule as king of the Geats?

22. What two things does Beowulf promise Hrothgar when he leaves to back home?

23. Why does Beowulf’s right-hand man say that his people can now expect other nations to attack them?

24.  Who avenges the death of Hnaf?  And how does this come to pass?

25. Why is Beowulf’s presence at Herot of utmost importance?

26. What happens to Beowulf during his battle with the dragon?

27. What happened to Beowulf’s sword while he battled Grendel’s mother?

28.  How does Beowulf ultimately kill the dragon?

29. What is the name of the group of people who have a history of feuding with Geats that will most likely attack now that Beowulf is dead?

30. What request does Beowulf make of Wiglaf as he his strength begins to fade?

31.  How does Wiglaf address Beowulf’s men after they reappear following the death of their king?

32. Beowulf asks Wiglaf to have the Geats do what in his memory?

33. What was so shameful about how the Geats treated Beowulf?

34.  What is the name of the sword Beowulf receives from Unferth?  

35. Names like ring-giver, giver of gold, and treasure giving are called what?

36. What were some of the purposes associated with treasure-giving, besides the obvious?

37. How would Beowulf’s decision to face the dragon have been viewed by his people?

38. Why is Higlac’s wife reluctant to give the throne to her son following the death of her husband?

39. What is Beowulf’s explanation for his loss to Brecca during their swimming match?

40. What is the name of Geatish warrior who Grendel kills and what is the name of the Danish warrior who Grendel’s mother kills?

41. What item does Beowulf give to Higlac’s wife as a gift upon returning from Denmark?

42. What are some significant differences between Beowulf’s battle with Grendel and Grendel’s mother?

43. What are some significant differences between Beowulf’s battle with Grendel’s mother and the dragon?

44.  What surprising information does Beowulf use to silence one his most outspoken critics?

45. What role does fate play in the epic of Beowulf, specifically in terms of how Beowulf acknowledges it?

46. What are some of the most notable relationships in the poem that depict the essence of reciprocity?

47. What does Beowulf emerge from the swamp with upon conquering Grendel’s mother? 

48.  Why does Finn offer Hengest a peace treaty in the first place? 

49. How many men did it require to carry Grendel’s head?

50. What did Beowulf and his men encounter when they first arrived in Denmark at the beginning of the story?

