11th Grade
Career I-Search Paper

Your next assignment will take the form of a Career I-Search paper.  This paper will be composed of five parts (described below).  It will be due, typed according to MLA format, on Friday, February 26, 2015.  You will have the next few weeks, including the weekends, to work on this assignment.  Due dates for sections of this paper will be given to keep you on track, but overall, it is your responsibility to be prepared and stay caught up.  Do not let things wait until the night before!!!

Explanation of a Career I-Search Paper
Personal Narrative- This first part of your paper should be written to show your personal connection with the career you have chosen to research.  It should be written in 1st person narrative form.  This personal narrative has the purpose of grabbing attention for your paper.  Make use of strong, active verbs and detailed, sensory description to make your experience come alive for your reader (me!).  The personal narrative should end with a focus question that controls the direction of both your research and your interview, basically your thesis statement.  This part of your Career-I Search paper should be at least 1 page. 

Research- The second part of your Career I-Search paper should focus on your search for information from secondary print and Internet sources.  Report whatever you find from reliable sources that helps give you a clear picture of the career.  Some information you might include:  the nature of the occupation, duties, working conditions, requirements for the occupation, education and training necessary, earnings, advancement possibilities, fringe benefits, and employment outlook.  You must use a minimum of four sources for this section of your paper.  Use proper MLA documentation that matches your Works Cited page (which will be Part 5 of your Career I-Search paper).  This part of your paper should be anywhere from 2-3 pages and should be written completely in 3rd person.

Interview- The third part of your paper should report the findings of your interview with someone who does the job you are contemplating.  This someone could be a member of your immediate family, another relative, a family friend, a neighbor, a person in the community, a teacher, a connection through a teacher of one of the above mentioned people, or even a stranger who you contact for information.  This part of your paper should include concrete, specific information about the career and, more importantly, personal impressions, observations, experiences, etc., connected with the career that you could not get from other sources.  You must include direct quotations from your interviewee (if applicable) and other descriptive details of the person’s surroundings as they relate to the career.  Try to get answers to as many questions that you have about the career, especially the kind of information that you could not find in print sources.  You may also interview more than one source if it benefits the purpose of the paper.  The length of your interview should be at least 1 typed page.

Conclusion- In this fourth part of your Career I-Search paper, you are to reflect on your overall findings and draw conclusions now that you have completed your research.  The first sentence of this section must be a rephrased version of your original focus question (from the personal narrative section).  Because this section is a reflective, it should be written in 1st person.  Your conclusion should be approximately 1 paragraph long.

Works Cited- This is the final page of your Career I-Search paper.  It should be one page long and set up according to MLA format.  It should include the minimum of four printed sources and the one personal interview (total of 5 sources).  

Setting up your Career I-Search Paper

You use must MLA formatting throughout your entire paper!!  Use your MLA handout packet to ensure you set up your paper correctly.

Separate each section by centering the title and naming each section specifically.

Your entire paper should be approximately a total of 5-7 double-spaced, typed pages, not including the Works Cited page or pages.
________________________________________________________________________

