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Allen Park High School (2016-2017)
Title of Course: Advanced Placement English Language and Composition

Teachers:  Andrew Jackson and Amy West
Jackson Class Website http://mrjacksonswebsite.weebly.com
West Class Website  http://aphsaplangandcomp.wikispaces.com 

Grade Level: 11 and 12
Units of Credit: .5    Number of Semesters: 2 

Honor Point:  1.0 above G.P.A.

Course Description: 
This class is intended for the student who likes English, and intends to learn above and beyond the typical English Language Arts (ELA) student. This self-motivated student should be prepared and committed to taking the AP Language and Composition Exam for college credit. The exam is Wednesday, May 10, 2017.  AP Language is equivalent to a 1st year college composition course.
As stated by The College Board, “The AP English Language and Composition course follows this emphasis.  As in the college course, its purpose is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers…… Whatever form the course takes, students write in both informal and formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in writing.” (AP English Language and Composition; 2007-2008 Professional Development Workshop Materials; Exam Resources and Program Information pg 4-5).
This course will help students become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of disciplines and rhetorical contexts, and will help students become skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes, aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations and subjects.  An integral part of this course will be the development of research skills that enable students to evaluate, use and cite source material. 
Overview:
The class will adhere to the Michigan Standards and Benchmarks for 11th and 12th grade.  Students will read some imaginative literature, but in greater depth and with focus on rhetoric, argumentation, and synthesis, and students will encounter a significant number of non-fiction texts written in a variety of modes, genres, and contexts.  

To successfully master AP Language and Composition, students’ ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate both the writing of others and their own writing will be measured. Student writers will follow a discovery process that incorporates drafting, revision, response, and self analysis.   Course activities therefore include:
1. Objectives

1. Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques; 

2. Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 

3. Create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience; 

4. Demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings; 

5. Write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal, employing appropriate conventions; 

6. Produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate, specific evidence, cogent explanations, and clear transitions; and 

7. Move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review (AP Course Description 9). 
Skills

1. Building a wide-ranging vocabulary. 

2. Learning a variety of sentence structures. 

3. Using a logical organization in writing. 

4. Utilizing a balance of generalization and specific detail. 

5. Maintaining an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure (AP Course Description). 

6.  Synthesizing a variety of types of sources into an essay. 

7.  Evaluating sources for credibility and eventual use (including MLA, APA, etc.). 

8.  Analyzing graphics/visual images and how they relate to written and alternative forms of text.

2. Activities

1. Identify who the student is as a writer and reader.
2. Revise multiple drafts through teacher-student and peer revision and editing conferences.
3. Demonstrate critical thinking through reading and responding to nonfiction. 
4. Analyze writing models which reflect creativity and discovery.
5. Produce researched argumentative essays which demonstrate multiple rhetorical techniques.
6. Maintain a collection of multi-genre writing samples in various draft stages in a classroom portfolio.  Analyze and assess one’s own collection of essays.
7. Function in both small and large group discussions.
8.    Analyze writing for rhetorical terms and purpose. 
9.    Participate in various assessment strategies including oral presentations, tests/quizzes, journal writing, timed writing, formal and informal essays.

10. Utilize the electronic resources (such as District e-mail, Weebly, Wiki, Twitter, Google Docs, etc.) in both mandatory and voluntary activities such as practice tests, discussion boards, and other appropriate endeavors.
Michigan Merit Exam – SAT Prep activities – In the Spring, juniors must take the Michigan Merit Exam which includes the SAT.  These tests will be scheduled according to the state schedule during 2nd Semester.
Suggested Course Materials:
Organization is key to be successful within this class.  You will receive many handouts and reading materials.  With that in mind, it is suggested that students have:
· Three-ring binder

· Binder dividers

· Writing journal
· Pens/pencils/highlighters

Recurring Assignments:
The following will recur regularly throughout the year.  They will be incorporated within each unit, lesson, or day.

· Personal reading

· First 10 minutes each day (at least)
· Self-selected books

· Maintain a reading log and journal writing

· 1 book a month with a one-pager due at the end of each month

· Regular practice with multiple-choice practices

· Regular practice with free-response timed essays from AP and SAT tests

· Writing in a variety of formats: informal, synthesis, analysis, and argument.
· Socratic Seminar

· Vocabulary, grammar, and usage instruction in professional models and student texts

· Visual and digital literacy – creating graphs, tables, timelines which complement an author’s argument as well as pairing texts with visuals.  Portions of various documentaries and movies will be shown.
· Information literacy – investigate source types: primary, secondary, popular, academic, social science, humanities, science, etc. 

· Editing and revision 
· All reading assignments will be annotated.  Annotating will vary depending on the task including, but not limited to SOAPSTone, Rhetorical Precis, etc.  Annotation assignments will include learning goals and instruction.

· Quizzes will be based on rhetorical devices and their function in a given text.  Some quizzes will be based on material used in class and some will be new material.  Some quizzes will be based on vocabulary, grammar, and usage.
· Formal essays – most essays will first be in-class essays.  Point value will vary according to assignment and skill to be mastered.  In some cases, students will be given feedback by peers and in some cases from instructor.  Some essays will be graded based on a standards based rubric, some will be graded based on the AP or SAT holistic rubric.  Students will write a reflective self-assessment for each formal essay and the skill being mastered.  This may be written before or after the essay.  The self-assessment will answer the following questions:
· Did you stick with your original topic/idea or change it during the writing process?  Why?

· What problems did you encounter during the writing process?

· List two of the most important changes you made.  Why did you make them?

· What part of your essay are you most proud of?  Why?
Course Outline 
1st Semester - 

Unit 1 – Rhetoric and Close Reading (September)

· Experience a released AP Multiple Choice and Analysis prompt

· Analyze Rocket Boys 
· Develop a “Common Language” of vocabulary and rhetorical strategies to be used throughout the semester

· Analyze the 4 sections of the AP exam 

· Demonstrate understanding of the AP exam

· Build a common vocabulary

· Demonstrate organized and persuasive writing

· Examine Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle – Appeals to Ethos, Pathos, Logos

Unit 2 – Power of Language (October) 

How does the language we use reveal who we are and transform?

· Experience SAT Multiple Choice and Persuasive Prompt

· Examine the writing process 

· Develop a “Common Language” of vocabulary and rhetorical strategies to be used throughout the semester

· Comprehend and evaluate various persuasive structures – Induction/Deduction, Rogerian, Toulmin

· Create a list of close reading strategies and effective annotation

· Develop a wider range of vocabulary and sentence structure (diction and syntax)

· Demonstrate organized analytical writing

· Develop a strategic balance between detail and generalization 
· Do You Speak American? PBS Series

· Define who you are as a reader and author

· Texts could include: Stephen King, On Writing   Nancy Mairs, “On Being A Cripple”  George Orwell, “Politics and Language”  JFK, RFK, and MLK, Jr Speeches,  Walter Dean Myers,  Donald Murray

Unit 3 – Place in Society, Community, Role of Citizen (October/November)  

What is the relationship of the individual to the community?

· 1984 by George Orwell

· Develop a wider range of vocabulary

· Demonstrate organized informative and persuasive writing

· Develop a “Common Language” of vocabulary and rhetorical strategies to be used throughout the semester

· Apply close reading strategies with effective annotation - Focus on inference 

· Examine the writing process and apply to a research paper

· Evaluate evidence for quality and function

· Synthesize evidence to create a profile of a career

· Develop a sense of style and voice by controlling tone

· Evaluate the rhetorical purpose of sentence structure and function

· The Persuaders PBS Series

· Texts could include:  Richard Rodriguez, “Why America Needs Nerds” 

Unit 4 – The Role of Technology in Society (December/January) 

What is the role of technology in our society?

· Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

· Develop a wider range of personal and literary vocabulary

· Develop a “Common Language” of vocabulary and rhetorical strategies to be used throughout the semester

· Demonstrate organized evaluative writing

· Apply close reading strategies with effective annotation

· Evaluate the rhetorical purpose of sentence structure and function

· Examine the writing process 

· Develop a sense of style and voice by controlling tone

· Texts may include: “Harrison Bergeron,” by Kurt Vonnegut
Unit 5 – Role of Pop Culture and our Society Values (January)

To what extent does pop culture reflect society’s values?

· Develop a wider range of personal and literary vocabulary

· Develop a “Common Language” of vocabulary and rhetorical strategies to be used throughout the semester

· Examine the writing process 

2nd Semester  (more detail will be provided after 1st semester progress is assessed)
Rhetoric and Language Review

Unit 6 – Role of Education and Schools

To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education?

· Texts may include:  Norman Rockwell “Ruby Bridges”
· focus on organization
Unit 7 – Economics 

What is the role of the economy in our everyday lives? 

· Professional Interview Day

· Focus on detail vs generalization in writing

· Complete a research project on a desired career (Profile Paper)

· Further develop MLA and APA documentation styles

· Texts may include: Penny Prompt, Company Man Prompt, Nickel and Dimed excerpt, Coke Prompt

Unit 8 - Sports 

How do the values of sports effect the way we see ourselves?

· ESPN Town Hall meeting on sportsmanship

Unit 9 – Impact of Gender Roles on Society 

What is the impact of the gender roles society creates and enforces?

· Othello by William Shakespeare

Unit 10 – Destruction of society/nature 

What is our responsibility to the natural environment? What is our responsibility towards each other?
· Night, by Elie Wiesel.
· Texts may include: Young Men and Fire by Norman Maclean and Holy The Firm, by Annie Dillard. 

Materials
Textbook:
Readings for Writers; Instructors Edition, 12th Edition.  Jo Ray McCuen-Metherell, Anthony C Winkler Thompson Wadsworth Publishing, 2007 ISBN 1-4130-1629-5
Supplementary Materials:  
AP English: Multiple-choice & Free Response Questions in Preparation for the AP Language and Composition Examination. Richard Vogel and Charles F. Winans. New York: D & S Marketing Systems. 5th Edition. 2001. (1 copy) 

The College Board; AP Central website – various released exam multiple choice tests and constructed response prompts; www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy.  They Say, I Say. New York:  W.W. Norton and Company. 1st Edition.  2006. Print.
The Language of Composition; Reading, Writing, Rhetoric  Renee H Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, Robin Dissin Aufses.  Boston/New York.  Bedford/St. Martin.  2008.  ISBN 13 – 978-0-312-45094-6   ISBN 10 – 0312-45094-X

Maclean, Norman.  Young Men and Fire.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  1992.

The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing. Rise B. Axelrod and Charles R. Cooper. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 6th Edition. 2001. ISBN: 0-312-20106-0 (with handbook) $45 ISBN: 0-313-24059-7 (without handbook) 

Strunk, William and White, E.B. The Elements of Style, Fourth Edition.  New York:  Pearson. 1999.
 Multimedia:
“The Persuaders”—PBS, “Do You Speak American?”—PBS, “Stephen King”—A and E Biography in, “Stossel in the  Classroom”—ABC News; Chopped!—The Food Network.
The class makes extensive use of periodicals as well, such as The New York Times, The Detroit News, The Detroit Free Press, and various syndicated columnists.
