Name__________________

AP Composition Portfolio

Toolbox

Stephen King explores the toolbox metaphor in On Writing.  He discusses several elements of writing he considers to be essential elements of his writer’s toolbox.  These elements include specific grammatical constructs and vocabulary.  Since you have already constructed his toolbox, and you understand King’s logic, you will construct your own toolbox of essential writing elements.  Following King’s example, you will explore your love for metaphor through your own toolbox.  
Create a toolbox with four levels, each containing one item per level.  The top level must be the most important, containing the element you consider to be most essential to writing.  The levels then descend in order of importance.  For each level, select a quote from one of your portfolio papers that demonstrates your use of this technique in your writing.  Then respond to the questions that follow.
Toolbox Reflection: 

LEVEL 1 __________________________________________

Selected quote:   

What was your rationale for including this technique in your toolbox?  
How does this technique add strength to your selection?  

LEVEL 2__________________________________________

Selected quote:   

What was your rationale for including this technique in your toolbox?  

How does this technique add strength to your selection?  

LEVEL 3 __________________________________________

Selected quote:   

What was your rationale for including this technique in your toolbox?  

How does this technique add strength to your selection?  

LEVEL 4 __________________________________________

Selected quote:   

What was your rationale for including this technique in your toolbox?  

How does this technique add strength to your selection?  

Portfolio Reflection

Please reflect on your portfolio by responding to the following questions.  Be sure to support your comments with specifics.

1) What was your best piece of writing?  Why?  Explain.

2) What piece could you have improved upon the most?  Why?  Explain.

3) Which piece did you learn the most from?  Why?  Explain.  

4) Which piece did you enjoy the most?  Why?  Explain.

5) Based on examples from your paper(s), what are your strengths as a writer?  What have you been most successful at?  Explain.

6) Based on examples from your paper(s), what do you need the most improvement on as a writer?  Explain.

Name________________

Portfolio Rubric

____/ 16 Toolbox – Each level is worth 4 points

   Fully responds to all questions


   Uses specific examples and quotes from papers for support

____/ 18 Portfolio Reflection – Each question is worth 3 points

   Fully responds to all questions


   Uses specific examples for support

____/ 16 All portfolio papers included with teacher comments (if they are available)
If you submitted any to me electronically, then you don’t need to submit those again.  Please see the Collins folder listings for assignments that are supposed to be in your possession.  
Total Score____/ 50
Due June 1, 2012
