AP Language Persuasive Essay Directions
Assignment:  You are a student correspondent to the AP Central Language and Composition blog and are assigned to attend and analyze Present Obama’s inaugural address and his administration’s subsequent positions on public policy.  As an editorial writer, you are asked to focus on one particular issue and advocate your position on it.  

Purpose:  To persuade.

Writer’s role:  To advocate.

Audience:  All AP Language students.

Focus Correction Areas (FCA):  1.  A clear thesis statement that takes a position on the issue; 2.  At least three (3) valid sources; 3.  An effective counter-argument and answer.

Procedure: 

1. Review the intro. to Making an Argument chapter (pp. 237-39)
2. Review thesis statements

3. Read State of the Union materials (“The Commander in Speak…”, “Madam Speaker…”, etc. 
4. Watch/read inauguration and discuss issues. 
Total points possible:  25
