AP Language and Composition Vocabulary Term List—Allen Park High School
1.  Ad hominem argument - This term comes from the Latin phrase meaning "to the man." hominem refers to an argument that attacks the opposing speaker or another person rather than addressing the issues at hand.
2.  Allegory - An allegory is a fictional work in which the characters represent ideas or concepts. In Paul Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, for example, the characters named Faithful, Mercy, and Mr. Worldly Wiseman are clearly meant to represent types of people rather than to be characters in their own rights.
3.  Alliteration - Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds usually at the beginning of words: the repeated or and "c" sounds in the sentence, "The tall tamarack trees shaded the cozy cabin," are examples of alliteration.
4.  Allusion - An allusion is a reference, usually oblique or faint, to another thing, idea, or person. For example, in the sentence "She faced the challenge with Homeric courage," "Homeric" is an allusion to Homer's works The Iliad and The Odyssey.
5.  Ambiguity, ambiguous - When something is ambiguous, it is uncertain or indefinite; it is subject to more than one interpretation. For example you might say, "The poet’s use of the word is ambiguous," to begin to discuss the multiple meanings suggested by the use of the word and to indicate that there is an uncertainty of interpretation

6.  Analogy - Analogy asks a reader to think about the correspondence or resemblance between two things that are essentially different.  For example, if you say. "The pond was as smooth as a mirror," you ask your audience to understand two different things "pond" and "mirror"-as being similar in some fashion.

7.  Antecedent - Every pronoun refers back to a previous noun or pronoun-the antecedent; "antecedent" is the grammatical term for the noun or pronoun from which another pronoun derives its meaning. For example, in the sentence "The car he wanted to buy was a green one,” the pronoun "one" derives its meaning from the antecedent “car”.
8.  Antithesis - The opposition or contrast of ideas; the direct opposite.

9.  Aphorism - A terse statement of known authorship which expresses a general truth or a moral principle.  (If the authorship is unknown, the statement is generally considered to be a folk proverb.)  An aphorism can be a memorable summation of the author’s point.

10.  Atmosphere - Atmosphere is the emotional feeling-or mood-of a place, scene, or event. In Toni Morrison's Beloved, for example, the opening chapters convey an atmosphere of loneliness and grief.

11.  Attitude - Attitude describes the feelings of a particular speaker or piece of writing toward a subject, person, or idea. This expression is often used as a synonym for tone.

12.  Bathos - Bathos is false or forced emotion that is often humorous. Whereas pathos draws upon deep emotion, bathos takes this emotion to such an extreme that the reader finds it humorous rather than touching.

13.  Caricature - A verbal description, the purpose of which is to exaggerate or distort, for comic effect, a person’s distinctive physical features or other characteristics.

14.  Clause - A grammatical unit that contains both a subject and a verb.  An independent, or main, clause expresses a complete thought and can stand alone as a sentence.  A dependent, or subordinate, clause cannot stand alone as a sentence and must be accompanied by an independent clause.  The point that you want to consider is the question of what or why the author subordinates one element should also become aware of making effective use of subordination in your own writing.

15.  Colloquial/colloquialism - The use of slang or informalities in speech or writing.  Not generally acceptable for formal writing, colloquialisms give a work a conversational, familiar tone.  Colloquial expressions in writing include local or regional dialects.

16.  Connotation - The non-literal, associative meaning of a word, implied, suggested meaning.  Connotations may involve ideas, emotions, or attitudes.

17.  Contrast - Writers often use contrasts, or oppositions, to elaborate ideas. Contrasts help writers to expand on their ideas by allowing them to show both what a thing is and what it is not. Take, for instance, images of light and darkness: a reader may better appreciate what it means to have light by considering its absence-darkness.

18. Denotation - The strict, literal, dictionary definition of a word, devoid of any emotion, attitude, or color.  (Example; the denotation of a knife would be a utensil to cut; the connotation of a knife might be fear, violence, anger, foreboding, etc.)

19.  Diction - Diction refers to an author's choice of words. For instance, in the sentence, that guy was really mad!" the author uses informal diction ("guy," "mad”). Whereas in the sentence, the gentleman was considerably irritated." the author uses more elevated diction ("gentleman," "irritated”). A writer's diction contributes to the tone of a text.

20. Didactic – from the Greek, didactic literally means “teaching” Didactic words have the primary aim of teaching or instructing, especially the teaching of a moral or ethical principles.
21.  Ethos  - Ethos is the characteristic spirit or ideal that informs a work. In The County of the Pointed Firs by Sarah Orne Jewett, for instance, the ethos of the work is derived from the qualities of the inhabitants, who are described as both able and caring. Ethos also refers more generally to ethics, or values. In rhetorical writing, authors often attempt to persuade readers by appealing to their sense of ethos, or ethical principles. 

22.  Euphemism - A euphemism is a mild or pleasant sounding expression that substitutes for a harsh, indelicate, or simply less pleasant idea. Euphemisms are often used to soften the impact of what is being discussed. For example, the word "deceased" is a euphemism for the word "dead," just as the phrase "in the family way" is a euphemism for the word "pregnant".
23. Extended Metaphor – a metaphor developed at great length, occurring frequently in or throughout a work.

24.  Exposition - The word "exposition" refers to writing or speech that is organized to explain. For example, if the novel you read involves a wedding, your exposition might explain the significance of the wedding to the overall work of literature.

25.  Fiction - The ward "fiction" comes from the Latin word meaning to invent, to dream, to imagine. Works of fiction can be based on actual occurrences, but their status as fiction means that something has been imagined or invented in the telling of the occurrence.

26.  Figurative language - Figurative language is an umbrella term for all uses of language that imply an imaginative comparison. For example, "you've earned your wings" is a figurative way to say, "you've succeeded;" it implies a comparison with a bird who has just learned to fly. Similes, metaphors, and symbols are all examples of figurative language.

27.  Foreshadowing - Foreshadowing is a purposeful hint placed in a work of literature to suggest what may occur later in the narrative. For instance, a seemingly unrelated scene in a mystery story that focuses on a special interest of the detective may actually foreshadow the, expo

28. Genre – the major category into which a literary work fits.  Basic divisions include:  prose, poetry, and drama.  There may be subdivisions such as fiction and non-fiction prose.  On the AP exam, expect the majority of passages to be from the following genres:  autobiography, biography, diaries, criticism, essays, and journalistic, political, scientific, and nature writing.  There may be fiction or poetry.
29.  Hyperbole  - Hyperbole is a figure of speech in which exaggeration is used to achieve emphasis. The expressions "my feet are as cold as an iceberg" and “I’ll die if I don't see you soon” are examples of hyperbole. The emphasis is on exaggeration rather than literal representation. Hyperbole is the opposite of understatement

30..  Image, Imagery - An image is a mental picture that is conjured by specific words and associations, but there can be auditory and sensory components to imagery as well. Nearly all writing depends on imagery to be effective and interesting. Metaphors, similes, symbols, and personification all use imagery.

31. Inference/Infer – to draw a reasonable conclusion from the information presented.  When a multiple choice question asks for an inference to be drawn from a passage, the most direct and reasonable inference is the safest answer choice.

32. Invective – an emotionally violent, verbal denunciation or attack using strong, abusive language.

33.  Irony, ironic - Irony occurs when a situation produces an outcome that is the opposite of what is expected. In Robert Frost's poem “Mending Wall”, for instance, it is ironic that the presence of a barrier-a fence-keeps a friendship alive. Frost’s observation that “good fences make good neighbors” is both true and ironic. Similarly, when an author uses words or phrases that are in opposition to each other to describe a person or an idea, an ironic tone results. For example, in “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, when the speaker says that “I am glad my case is not serious!" the reader-who is also aware just how “serious” her case is-is aware of the irony of the statement


Verbal irony – when the words literally state the opposite of the 
writer’s/speaker’s meaning
Situational irony – when events turn out the opposite of what was expected; when what the characters and readers think out to happen is not what does happen

Dramatic irony – when facts, or events, are unknown to a character in a play or piece of fiction but known to the reader, audience, and other 
characters in the work.
34.  Juxtaposition - When two contrasting things-ideas, words, or sentence elements-are placed next to each other for comparison, a juxtaposition occurs. For instance, a writer may choose to juxtapose the coldness of one room with the warmth of another or one person's honesty with another's duplicity. Juxtaposition sheds light on both elements in the comparison.

35.  Logos - The word logos refers to the use of reason as a controlling principle in an argument in rhetorical writing, authors often attempt to persuade readers by appealing to their sense of logos or reason.
36..  Metaphor  - A metaphor is a figure of speech in which two unlike things are compared directly; usually for emphasis or dramatic effect. For instance, the observation that “she lived a thorny life" relies on an understanding of how dangerous and prickly thorns can be. In an extended metaphor, the properties of a single comparison are used throughout a poem or prose work. For example, if you call government "the ship of State”, you could extend the metaphor by calling industry and business the engines of this ship, and by calling the citizens of the state "passengers of the ship”.
37.  Metonymy - Metonymy is a figure of speech in which something is referred to by using the name of something that is associated with it For example, a crown is associated with royalty, and is often used as a metonym for royal authority ("The edict issued today by the Crown forbids grazing in the commons”).

38.  Mood - Mood is the prevailing or dominant feeling of a work, scene, or event. The opening scene of Macbeth in which three witches are center stage, for instance, sets a mood of doom and tragedy for the first act of the play. Mood is similar to atmosphere.

39. Narrative – the telling of a story or an account of an event or series of events.

40.  Onomatopoeia - Onomatopoeia is an effect created by words that have sounds that reinforce their meaning. For example, in the sentence, "The tires screeched as the car zoomed around the corner, the words “screeched” and "zoomed” are onomatopoetic because the sounds they make when spoken are similar to the sounds the car makes when performing these actions

41.  Oxymoron  - An oxymoron combines two contradictory words in one expression. The results of this combination are often unusual or thought provoking. For instance, if you praise a child for her "wild docility," in essence you change the separate meanings of the words "wild” and "docility" and create a new hybrid image.

42.  Pacing or narrative pacing - Pacing is the speed of a story's action, dialogue, or narration. Some stories are told slowly, some more quickly. Events happen fast or are dragged out according to the narrator's purpose. For example, action movies are usually fast paced; when their pacing slows the audience knows that the section is being given special emphasis.

43.  Paradox  - A paradox is a seeming contradiction that in fact reveals same truth. For example, the paradoxical expression “He lifted himself up by his bootstraps”, suggests a physical impossibility and thus communicates a truth about the enormity of the person's achievement.
44.  Parallelism - Parallelism is a literary technique that relies on the use of the same syntactical structures, (phrases, clauses, sentences) in a series in order to develop an argument or emphasize an idea. For example, in the declaration “At sea, on land, in the air, we will be loyal to the very end,” the parallel phrases at the beginning of the sentence emphasize the loyalty and determination of a group of people.

45.  Parody - Parody is an effort to ridicule or make fun of a literary work or an author by writing an imitation of the work or of the author's style.

46.  Pathos - Pathos is a sympathetic feeling of pity or compassion evoked by an artistic work. In rhetorical writing, authors often attempt to persuade readers by appealing to their sense of pathos, or their emotions. 

47. Pedantic – an adjective that describes words, phrases, or general tone that is overly scholarly, academic, or bookish (language that might be described as “show-offy”; using big words for the sake of using big words)
48.  Personification - Personification is a figure of speech in which ideas or objects are described as having human qualities or personalities. For example, in the sentence, "The saddened birch trees were bent to the ground laden with ice; they groaned and shivered in the cold winds,” the trees are personified, or represented as capable of human emotion.

49.  Point of view - In literature, the perspective from which a story is told.  
First person narrator – tells the story with the first person pronoun, “I” and is 
a character in the story.

Third person narrator – relates the events with the third person pronouns “he” 
“she” and “it”.


Third person omniscient – in which the narrator with godlike 
knowledge, presents the thought and actions of any and all 
characters

Third person limited omniscient – in which the narrator presents the feelings and thoughts of only one character, presenting on the actions of all the remaining characters.

In addition, be aware that the term point of view carries an additional meaning.  When you are asked to analyze the author’s point of view, the appropriate point for you to address is the author’s attitude.

50. Prose – one of the major divisions of genre; prose refers to fiction and non-fiction, including all its forms.  
51.  Pun - A pun is a play on words. A pun is created by using a word that has two different meanings, or using two different words with similar meanings for a playful effect. Shakespeare uses puns extensively in his plays; in Hamlet, for instance. Hamlet says he is "too much in the sun." making use of the meaning of the word “sun” and stressing his role as a "son" simultaneously.

52.  Repetition - Repetition is the reiteration of a word or phrase for emphasis.

53.  Rhetoric - Rhetoric is the art and logic of a written or spoken argument 

54.  Rhetorical modes. – describes the variety, the conventions, and the purposes of the major kinds of writing.  The four most common rhetorical modes (or modes of discourse) are as follows


Exposition – Expository writing is to explain and analyze information by presenting an idea, relevant evidence, and appropriate discussion.  AP Lang exam essay questions are frequently expository topics.


Argumentation – Argumentative writing is to prove the validity of an idea, or point of view, by presenting sound reasoning, discussion, and argument that thoroughly convince the reader.  Persuasive writing is a type of argumentation having an additional aim of urging some form of action.

Description – Descriptive writing is to recreate, invent, or visually present a person, place, event or action so that the reader can picture that being described.  Good descriptive writing can engage all five senses, be sensuous, and picturesque.  Descriptive writing may be straightforward and objective or highly emotional and subjective.
Narration--The purpose of narration is to tell a story or narrate an event or series of events. This writing mode frequently uses the tools of descriptive writing. Narration is an especially useful tool for sequencing or putting details and information into some kind of logical order, usually chronological. Working with narration helps us see clear sequences separate from all other mental functions. Examples include:
· Anecdotes
· Autobiography
· Biography
· Novels
· Oral history
· Short story (Wikipedia.org)

55.  Rhetorical strategy - A strategy is a plan of action or movement to achieve a goal. In rhetoric or writing, strategy describes the way an author organizes words, sentences and overall argument in order to achieve a particular purpose.

56.  Rhetorical devices - Rhetorical, or stylistic, devices are the specific language tools that an author uses to carry out a rhetorical strategy, and thus achieve a purpose for writing. Some typical language devices include allusion, diction, imagery, syntax, selection of data, figurative language, and repetition.

57.  Rhetorical question - A rhetorical question is a question that is asked for the sake of argument No direct answer is provided to a rhetorical question; however, the probable answer to such a question is usually implied in the argument

58. Sarcasm – from the Greek word “to tear flesh,” sarcasm involves bitter, caustic language that is meant to hurt or ridicule someone or something.  It may use irony as a device, but not all ironic statements are sarcastic.

59.  Satire - To satirize is to ridicule or mock ideas, persons, events, or doctrines, or to make fun of human foibles or weaknesses. “A Modest Proposal” and Gulliver’s Travels, both by Jonathan Swift, are satires of particular people and events of his time. 
60. Semantics – the branch of linguistics that studies the meaning of words, their historical and psychological development, their connotations, and their relation to one another.

61..  Simile - A simile is a commonly used figure of speech that compares one thing with another using the words “like” or “as”. For example, the sentence, .He drank like a camel, he was so thirsty; contains the simile -like a camel." 

62.  Speaker - The speaker is the narrator of a story, poem, or drama. The speaker should not be confused with the author, who creates the voice of the speaker: the speaker is a fictional persona.

63. Style – the consideration of style has two purposes


1.  An evaluation of the sum of the choices an author makes in blending diction, syntax, figurative language, and other literary devices.  Typical adjectives to describe style include; flowery, explicit, succinct, rambling, bombastic, commonplace, incisive, laconic, etc.  Some authors’ styles are so idiosyncratic that we can quickly recognize works by the same author.


2.  Classification of authors to a group and comparison of an author to similar authors.  We can see, through comparison and contrast, how an author’s style reflects and helps define a historical period.

64.   Syllogism - A syllogism is a form of deductive reasoning in which pieces of evidence are used to create a new conclusion. For instance, the sentence “All children are imaginative: Sam is a child; therefore Sam is imaginative”, employs deductive reasoning and is a syllogism.  The major premise – all children are imaginative; the minor premise – Sam is a child; conclusion – Sam is imaginative.  A syllogism’s conclusion is only valid if each of the two premises is valid.
65. .  Symbol - A symbol is something that stands for something else. Typically a symbol is something concrete – such as an object, action, character, or scene; that represents something more abstract.  

1.  Nature symbols are objects and occurrences from nature to symbolize ideas commonly associated with them; rose=love, tree=knowledge

2.  conventional symbols are that have been invested with meaning by a group; national symbols like the flag or bald eagle; skull and crossbones for pirates; scale for law and justice

3.  Literary symbols are sometimes also conventional that they are found in a variety of works and are generally recognized.

66.  Syntax - Syntax refers to the way words are arranged in a sentence. For example, the following two sentences share a similar meaning, but have different syntax, or word order: "The big blue sky beckoned her" essentially says the same thing as “She was beckoned by the big blue sky.”
67.  Tension - Tension, in a work of literature, is a feeling of excitement and expectation the reader or audience feels because of the conflict, mood, or atmosphere of the work.

68.  Texture - Texture describes the way the elements of a work of prose or poetry are joined together. It suggests an association with the style of the author-whether for instance, the author's prose is rough-hewn (elements at odds with one another) or smooth and graceful (elements flow together naturally).

69.  Theme - The theme of a work is usually considered the central idea. There can be several themes in a single work. In The Woman Warrior, for instance, Maxine Hong Kingston includes endurance, loyalty, bravery, intelligence, fortune, and risk as themes variously treated and dramatized.

70.  Tone - Tone, which can also be called attitude, is the way the author presents a subject. An author's tone can be serious, scholarly, humorous, mournful, ironic, just to name a few examples. A correct perception of the author's tone is essential to understanding A particular literary work; misreading an ironic tone as a serious one, for instance, could lead you to miss the humor in a description or situation. When an author assigns less significance to an event or thing than it deserves, the result is an understatement For example, if a writer refers to a very destructive monsoon as "a bit of wind," the power of the event IS being deliberately understated. 

71.  Voice - How the speaker of a literary work presents himself or herself to the reader determines that speaker's unique voice. For example, the speaker's voice can be loud or soft, personal or cold, strident or gentle, authoritative or hesitant, or can have any manner or combination of characteristics. Voice is also a grammatical term. A sentence can be written in either active or passive voice. A simple way to tell the difference is to remember that when the subject performs the action in the sentence, the voice is active (for example, "I sent the letter"); when the subject is acted upon, the voice is passive (for example, "The letter was sent by me.”).
